64                             TREATMENT   OF   SEWAGE
Patent No. 762,466, issued June 14, 1904, to William L.
Church and George Everett Hill, of New York, is of interest in
this connection as showing appreciation of the fact that the
dissolution of sludge is facilitated by agitating it, as stated in
claim 11.
" 11. That improvement in the art of sewage disposal which
consists in subjecting a body of sewage containing a relatively
large portion of unreduced solids to a succession of violent
mechanical disintegrating actions as an accessory to bacterial
conversion/7
Patent No. 770,490, issued September 20, 1904, to John W.
Alvord, of Chicago, Illinois, is of interest as an attempt to obtain
uniform septic action by varying the capacity of the septic
tank as the quantity and character of the sewage varies, as
instanced in claim 3.
" 3. The improvement of the process -of purifying sewage by
septic action, which consists in continuously delivering the
sewage to and discharging it from the unrestricted receptacle
or receptacles in which the septic action takes place, and vary-
ing the capacity of the receptacle or receptacles to accord with
the proper rest or quiescent periods for sewage or varying char-
acters and volumes and with varying influencing environments
whereby the sewage is subjected a sufficient length of time to
the septic action of the bacteria, but not sufficiently long to
injuriously affect the bacterial action."
Patent No. 778,506, issued December 27, 1904, to W. A.
Reid and E. J. Hanley, of St. Louis, Missouri, is of interest as
one design by which the principal objects aimed at by Cameron
are apparently secured without infringement of the Cameron
patent.
Sewage entering a tank contains solid matter suspended in
it and solid matter floating on its surface. The suspended
matter consists of sand, silt, dust, and organic matter, more or
less finely divided. The denser and larger particles sink at